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The Faith of Our Founders 
Carlton O. Wittlinger 
Letters to the editor 
Uninvolvement 
I n v i t i n g t h e r e a d e r t o re f lec t w i t h 
theo log ica l r he to r i c u p o n the evil d e e d s of 
s infu l m e n d o e s l i t t le m o r e than t o show 
tha t t he off icial voice of o u r d e n o m i -
na t i ona l pub l i c a t i on chooses t o c o n t i n u e t o 
fo l low the p a t h of u n i n v o l v e m e n t . 
I bel ieve with all m y h e a r t t ha t m a n y of 
the v ic t ims cou ld have been saved f r o m the 
g a s c h a m b e r s h a d t he f r e e wor ld by o u t c r y 
and p r o t e s t b r o u g h t wor ld op in ion to b e a r 
on Hi t l e r a n d his he lpers , a n d even if th is 
would have fa i led , sure ly the 965 Jewish 
pa s senge r s on the S t . Lou i s cou ld h a v e 
been rescued h a d t h e r e been any c o m p a s -
s ion o r c o n c e r n . M i l l i o n s h a v e b e e n 
m u r d e r e d a n d mi l l ions m o r e h a v e d ied in 
p r i sons a n d S i b e r i a n l a b o u r c a m p s s ince 
t h e h o l o c a u s t and t h o u s a n d s of i n n o c e n t 
and de fense le s s peop le c o n t i n u e t o lose 
the i r lives in R u s s i a , L a o s , C a m b o d i a , 
U g a n d a a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s in the wor ld 
a n d not a w o r d of p r o t e s t is u t t e red . 
A n d S O the c a l c u l a t e d , i m p a s s i o n a t e 
i n h u m a n i t y of t o r t u r e a n d kil l ing goes on 
and on a n d on. 
Even o u r L o r d , u p o n w h o m we c a n look 
as t he c h a m p i o n of n o n - r e s i s t a n c e s p o k e 
o u t d u r i n g his walk on e a r t h with s t r onges t 
w o r d s of p ro t e s t aga in s t evil l eaders a n d 
the i r w icked deeds . 
E d m o n d B u r k e w a s so r ight when h e 
sa id : " T h e on ly th ing t h a t is necessary fo r 
evil to t r i u m p h , is for g o o d m e n to d o 
n o t h i n g . " 
G e o r g e W a n d e l t 
W a i n f l e e t , O n t a r i o 
Contents 
Remarkably Good 
T h a n k you for you r excel lent ed i to r ia l , 
" U p o n R e f l e c t i o n . " A n d L a u r i e H a r m o n ' s 
a r t ic le is r e m a r k a b l y g o o d . 
Dwigh t P a i n e 
G r a n t h a m 
C O V E R . Center: a r t i s t ' s concep t ion of 
J a c o b Engel , d r a w n f r o m p ic tures of ma le 
d e s c e n d a n t s . . . Upper left: m a s o n r y 
bui ld ing on site b o u g h t by J o h n Engel in 
1770 and sold to his b r o t h e r J a c o b in 1786 
. . . Upper right: C o n o y C r e e k in the 
vicinity of the first b a p t i s m . . . Lower 
right: o n e of the or ig ina l b a r n s in which the 
first B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t w o r s h i p p e d , 
p resen t ly owned by Ben and M a r y Ellen 
(Engle) T h u m a . . . Lower left: t o m b s t o n e 
of J a c o b Engel in the Eas t Donega l 
C e m e t e r y . . . Al l p ic tu res have thei r 
se t t ing a t o r in t he vicinity of S t a c k s t o w n 
in w e s t e r n L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y , P e n n -
sylvania . C a p t i o n s by E. M o r r i s S ide r , 
M e s s i a h Col lege . Des igned by P . W . 
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From the Editor 
Those who plan the p rog ram for the Genera l 
Conference and select the one who is to bring the General 
Conference sermon could not have made a more ap-
propriate choice for this 200th Anniversary Conference. 
Dr. Carlton Wittlinger both by his office as Church 
Archivist and his own sense of history has, more than any 
other person, made us, in this generation, aware of our 
history. Others have contributed to this awareness in more 
defined and restricted areas but Dr. Wittlinger has taken 
the longer and the wider view. 
Adding to the significance of the General Conference is 
the release of Dr. Wittlinger's history of the Brethren in 
Christ. This is the first history to be published since the 
publishing of Dr. Asa W. Climenhaga's History of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in 1942. Much has happened 
in the life of the church in these intervening years and 
additional historical sources have come to light. 
Dr. Wittlinger disclaims any suggestions of being a 
theologian, but he is an astute observer and interpreter of 
Brethren in Christ life, both past and present. He does not 
call us to an unexamined acceptance of our traditions but 
he does warn against the unexamined rejection of them. It 
would be the height of irony if by our failure to understand 
our heritage we would sell our birthright for a mess of 
pottage and realize too late that the kingdom has been 
taken from us and given to another. 
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Editorial 
For Such a Time as This 
This anniversary year has been a time to look back upon 
the influences that have formed us as a people. It has been 
an occasion to look ahead, to dream, and to plan. It is as 
well a time to look within and without, to discover our 
mission in the present. 
Let us take this look within and without, highlighting 
five biblical truths which are a part of our heritage, 
suggesting the significance of these for a present ministry. 
Conversion: Characteristic of the Brethren in Christ has 
been the evangelical experience of conversion. This has 
been seen as a transforming experience. Grace was more 
than a change in God's attitude towards the sinner. Grace 
was an inner transforming experience. By it that which was 
dead was made alive, and the old was made new. 
I recently was paging through some old issues of the 
Visitor and came across an editorial in which the writer 
was explaining what it meant to be a Christian. He 
lamented the fact that the word "Christian" had so lost its 
meaning that adjectives were needed to make the biblical 
meaning clear. He suggested adding the words "a born 
again" to the noun "Christian." 
Had the writer been writing in our day I wonder if the 
adjectival phrase he chose would now do what it did 25 
years ago. We need to continually safeguard the New 
Testament meaning of conversion. Brethren in Christ 
faithfulness would call us to reaffirm by word and by life 
the radical and transforming nature of the conversion 
experience and restore the New Testament meaning to the 
word "Christian." 
Holiness: A significant element of our tradition has been 
the doctrine of holiness. We have seen this as both an 
experience (sanctification) and a life. The radical nature of 
grace is that it goes to the root of man's problem. God's 
grace not only deals with sins but sin. Holiness is not only 
related to the observance of all that Jesus taught but 
includes the surrender of the will — the single eye and the 
undivided heart. 
This truth has many dimensions. One which comes 
through loud and clear in the New Testament is that of the 
life of victory — Paul describes it as "more than con-
querors." With a renewed emphasis upon the Holy Spirit 
there is the concomitant need to see His work as also 
dealing with the sinfulness and self-centeredness of the 
heart. There is for the Christian a high road above 
continual sinning and subsequent forgiveness. There is the 
life of victory which is good news indeed. 
Obedience: Writ deep in our life as a denomination is 
our understanding that the Christian life is more than an 
experience. It is a walk of obedience. In our pilgrimage as 
a people and by our proclamation we need to emphasize 
Christ's commission " to observe all that I have com-
manded." 
We hardly need to be reminded that obedience is a lost 
word among much of modern Christianity. Christ's 
teaching on suffering and cross bearing, life-long 
faithfulness in marriage, sacrificial stewardship, love for 
enemies, concern for the outcast, forgiveness when 
wronged, and second-mile living would be strange doc-
trines to many. 
I would call us to reaffirm the biblical truth that 
Christians are called not only to believe on Christ but to 
walk as He walked. This is a truth writ deep in our history 
and one that needs a clear voice today. 
Brotherhood: By name and by practice we have 
emphasized the corporate nature of our life together. We 
have found in the teachings of Jesus that there would be 
among His followers a unique quality of love and caring. 
This love and caring takes place in our life together. 
Those who come into our congregations often refer to 
this relationship as meaningful to them and characteristic 
of the group. It is this that has attracted them. To the 
extent that this observation is justified, to that extent we 
are faithful to our heritage. 
It has been said often but bears repeating: Our society 
and the world stand in need of just this type of community. 
Mobility, the breakdown of other forms of community, 
impersonalization and cultural shock become the context 
for demonstrating that there is a community of Christians 
where hurts and burdens and fears are shared and the weak 
supported — where no one says that the things he has are 
really his own. 
The World: During the early years of our history our 
fathers understood that there were two kingdoms: The 
kingdom of God of which they, as God's followers, were 
members: the kingdom of darkness out of which they had 
been saved. 
The kingdom of darkness was identified with the world 
which was under Satan's control. With this kingdom they 
had as little to do as possible. We may think them naive in 
believing that one can be in the world but not a part of it. 
But they evidently recalled Jesus' distinction between 
being in but not of the world and it is to their credit that 
they sought to live in this tension. 
The world is a subtle threat to the Christian. The world's 
values and priorities, its means and its methods have 
become so much a part of us that we Christianize our 
culture and sanctify our systems. Nation takes prior 
allegiance over the church. Our methods sometimes so 
becloud our message that the crucified and suffering Christ 
is hardly recognized. 
The world is still not a friend of grace and it needs to be 
so identified; non-conformity to the world must be 
demonstrated. If we would drink deeply at the fountain of 
our own heritage we would reaffirm by word and life this 
badly neglected truth that if "anyone love the world the 
love of the Father is not in him." 
We will honor our founders, glorify God, and serve our 
age if we move beyond extolling the values of our past to 
proclaiming them anew by word and deed. It may well be 
that by God's grace and His providence we have been kept 
as a people for such a time as this. 
Z 
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CONFERENCE SERMON 
Carlton O. Wittlinger 
The Faith of 
The Brethren in Christ emerged in 
eighteenth-century America during a 
surge of revivalism among the 
Pennsylvania-Germans. At the center 
of the revival movement was the con-
viction that a heartfelt salvation ex-
perience—a consciously perceived new 
birth—was the essential beginning for 
a Christian life. 
This conviction was also crucial for 
the faith of our founders. Levi Luken-
bach, a perceptive bishop of the sec-
ond generation of our people, 
observed: 
Although . . . [ Jacob and J o h n Engel] 
were raised up a m o n g a peaceable, 
law-abiding and order- loving people 
[Mennoni tes ] , yet t rue evangelical 
religion was but very little known 
a m o n g them. But G o d ' s g race and His 
convict ing spirit . . . [were] at work, 
and finally those two persons . . . with 
others , were led to see themselves as 
sinners and sought and obta ined par-
don of their sins and their acceptance 
with Chr i s t , . . . 
Heartfelt salvation experience is 
described in the Eighteenth-Century 
Confession of Faith, a remarkable 
document signed by eight of our early 
founders and leaders. After passing 
lightly over the doctrine of God, the 
Confession elaborates at length on the 
doctrine of Redemption. Following 
reference to man's spiritual lostness 
resulting from Adam's fall, the text 
proceeds: 
If this is confessed and acknowledged, 
it . . . causes a longing, a praying, a 
weeping, and a calling to the promised 
Dr. Carlton Wittlinger is, to borrow a Quaker 
phrase, both a birthright and a convinced 
Brethren in Christ. An historian by profession, 
he has used his gifts in a lifelong ministry to the 
church. For forty years he has been either a 
teacher or an administrator in our church 
schools. He is presently serving as Professor of 
History at Messiah College. Since 1961 he has 
been the Church Archivist. 
He is the author of Quest for Piety and 
Obedience: The Story of the Brethren in Christ. 
This book will be released at this General 
Conference. 
Savior . . . who died bleeding for . . . 
poor sinners. In to . . . an open, poor 
s inner 's heart the Lord Jesus will and 
can c o m e . . . to bestow comfor t , 
peace, love and t rust . Then the record 
of sins as well as the guilt of A d a m is 
stricken out . . . [and the sinner] 
receives comfo r t and forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life . . . . S o we 
confess that to be a new bir th, . . . 
Jacob Hershey, who was born in 
1792 and lived near Mount Joy, Penn-
sylvania, provided our earliest account 
of such a heartfelt new birth. He noted 
that he was first convicted of sin at age 
fifteen and intermittently thereafter 
unt i l his ea r ly t h i r t i e s . T h e n , 
visualizing himself as burdened with a 
great bag of his sins, he had a 
dramatic salvation experience. In his 
words: 
. . . I sprang up on my feet and the bag 
w h e r e i n G o d h a d s e a l e d m y 
t ransgressions was rent in twain and 
all vanished, . . . 
I was endowed with such a power I 
cannot describe; it seemed like a 
bapt ism because the love of G o d was 
poured upon me . . . yea now I could 
leap for joy , . . . He re was no care, no 
death , no pain, no hunger , no thirst, 
nothing but Heavenly love for my 
Jesus, . . . 
William O. Baker, the first Brethren 
in Christ physician, reported a similar 
salvation experience. In the mid-
nineteenth century he came under the 
minis t ry of the Nor the rn Ohio 
Brethren and later reminisced: 
In . . . 1853 1 was again convicted, 
more powerfully, by G o d ' s Spiri t . . . 
and God exercised his great mercy 
toward me in the pardon of my sins. 
Praises unto his holy name! . . . I was 
baptized in S u g a r Creek by Br. J a c o b 
H o f f m a n . . . . T h a t evening I a lmost 
felt as if I had entered the Land of 
Beulah. 
We should note in passing that 
Baker's baptism followed his salvation 
experience. This indicates the early 
Brethren belief that baptism was a 
personal act of obedience which 
testified to the death of the old life 
corrupted by sin and to acceptance of 
the new life imparted by Christ. The 
E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r y C o n f e s s i o n 
presents the founders' position on 
baptism. It states " . . . that the Lord 
Jesus Christ instituted, as an outer 
sign for . . . newborn children, the 
outer baptism of water, which He . . . 
and His apostles and the first churches 
practiced, thereby renouncing the 
devil and the world and all sinful living 
by means of a threefold baptism in 
water . . . ." 
An intriguing question is whether 
the doctrine of salvation taught by the 
founders included any common un-
derstanding of the meaning of the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. We may 
speculate that their strong emphasis 
upon both Christian experience and 
faithful obedience to Christ (as later 
discussed) may have helped them to 
comprehend the need for that com-
plete self-surrender which appears to 
be the common element in various 
conceptions of the Spirit-filled life. 
In addition to such speculation, 
however, there are suggestive passages 
in the testimonies of Jacob Hershey 
and William Baker. The former 
reports that after his salvation ex-
perience he eventually perceived that 
his heart was "in a miserable con-
di t ion," and then, he says, God 
revealed to him that he had never 
prayed, "Father thy will be done and 
not mine." Hershey infers that this 
prayer marked a turning point in his 
life. 
William Baker's testimony differs 
significantly from Hershey's. Baker 
states that he was first convicted of sin 
in the winter of 1851-1852 and "made 
a public start in the service of God," 
but he adds: "I did not surrender 
myself fully to Christ, hence I was not 
saved then." The next year, he says, 
after being more powerfully convicted 
by God's Spirit, he made "the entire 
sacrifice," and God in His great mercy 
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Our Founders 
pardoned his sins. 
These limited data do not prove that 
the early Brethren had a common 
understanding of the meaning of the 
fullness of the Spirit. On the other 
hand, if we accept the thesis that 
complete self-surrender is the condi-
tion for that fullness, then we should 
note that the Hersheys and Bakers of 
our past appear to have understood 
the need for such surrender. 
Although our founders placed great 
emphasis upon heartfelt salvation ex-
perience, to which baptism gave 
testimony, they did not believe that it 
encompassed the full meaning of con-
version. Jesus had confronted the 
thronging multitudes with the blunt 
assertion that " . . . whosoever does not 
bear his cross and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple." To Jacob 
Engel and his colleagues, therefore, 
commitment to cross-bearing dis-
cipleship was the essential accompani-
ment of a valid new birth. 
But what specifically did Jesus mean 
by calling disciples to bear the cross 
and follow him? As our founders 
pondered this question, their prayerful 
reflections led them to several insights 
crucial for their faith. 
First, they perceived Jesus to be not 
only the divine Savior but also the 
normative standard or model for both 
the individual Christian and the 
church to follow. To bear the cross 
and follow Him, they believed, was to 
accept the attitudes and life-style 
which He taught and demonstrated. 
This insight was reinforced by many 
passages in the Gospels, such as the 
Great Commission in which obedience 
to the "all things" which Jesus com-
manded is set forth as the essence of 
Christian nurture and growth. 
Second, the founders' conviction 
that Jesus was the model for the 
believer's walk and for the life of the 
church influenced their view of the 
Scriptures. While accepting the whole 
Bible as the Word of God, they drew a 
distinction between the Testaments. 
Noting that God gave the full and final 
revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ, 
they concluded that the New Testa-
ment offered the principal guidelines 
for Christian faith and practice. 
Wherein the two Testaments appeared 
to differ, the New should have the final 
word. Thus, for example, they recon-
ciled war and violence in the Old 
Testament with Jesus' love ethic and 
nonresistance in the New by the 
premise that God at one time per-
mitted what He later forbade. 
Third, the founders perceived cross-
bearing disciples to be primarily 
cit izens of a new and heavenly 
kingdom. Jesus, on the eve of His 
suffering, had stated that His kingdom 
was not of this world. Also, in praying 
for His disciples, He had asserted that 
they were not of the world even as He 
was not of the world. Such passages 
suggested that disciples were pilgrims 
and sfrangers in an alien land. 
The founders in tegra ted these 
several insights with their distinctive 
views of the church and the world. As 
they studied the New Testament, they 
concluded that the church had impor-
tant corporate or community dimen-
sions. The cross-bearing disciple was 
not an isolated individual personally 
nurturing his or her faith but rather a 
voluntary member of a visible com-
munity (congregation) of believers 
associated in covenant relationship. 
One of the principal functions of this 
community was to assist each member 
to advance toward perfection in Chris-
tian faith and walk. To create the 
context for such assistance, the com-
munity should be fully subject to the 
lordship of Christ; its goal should be to 
create a microcosm of His kingdom. 
Such a view of the church looms 
large in the E igh teen th -Cen tury 
Confession, which refers to Christians 
collectively as " a believing com-
munity" and as "the household of 
God." This community or household 
should faithfully practice the or-
dinances instituted by Jesus, that is, 
baptism, feet washing, and commun-
ion. Also, its members should openly 
discuss their Christian lives with each 
other in order to circumvent the craf-
tiness of Satan who exposes them to 
many temptations. 
The Confession, clearly assuming a 
visible covenant community, proceeds 
to emphasize proper order and dis-
cipline in the life of the church. 
Because believers are "bound through 
love to watch out for one another," 
none of them should do anything 
important—marry, change residence, 
buy land—without brotherly advice. 
Matthew 18:15-20 is the basis for 
discipline within the community. If a 
sinning member fails to respond when 
the brotherhood has exhausted all 
efforts to lead him or her to repent-
ance, excommunication is the ul-
timate remedy. 
The founders' doctrine of the church 
as an earthly microcosm of Christ's 
kingdom had its counterpart in their 
doctrine of the world as the kingdom 
of Sa tan ' s dominion. This latter 
kingdom attacked the people of God 
through subjective appeals to the 
"flesh," through evil persons, and 
through many attitudes and structures 
of society; thus "worldliness" had 
broad and serious implications. 
I n retrospect it is clear that the early 
Brethren doctrine of separation from 
the world—"nonconformity" as they 
characteristically referred to it—was a 
central pillar in the structure of their 
thought. They perceived the world 
under S a t a n ' s inf luence to be 
characterized by lack of brotherhood 
and Christ-like love. The inevitable 
outcome of this lack was enmity, 
greed, and lust for power, which 
resulted in alienation and broken in-
terpersonal relationships. 
To such a world the founders could 
not conform. Consequently, one of 
their primary concerns was to relate to 
each other in the spirit of brotherhood 
and C h r i s t - l i k e love , t h e r e b y 
demonstrating to a Christ-rejecting 
to page eleven 
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Church News 
A Moving Experience 
H o w do you move 103 senior citizens 
f rom one location to a location ten miles 
away? T h e staff of Mess iah H o m e never 
did it before . 
The re were all kinds of expressions. 
S o m e voiced negative feelings like, "1 
d o n ' t want to leave he re , " " I know I won ' t 
like i t , " " I thought my next move would be 
u p . " O t h e r s were m o r e positive. " I can 
hardly w a i t , " " I s n ' t the Lord good to us?" 
"I don ' t deserve a place as nice as this. I 'm 
jus t a count ry g i r l . " 
A f t e r a decade of d r eaming and plan-
ning, many mon ths of building and m a n y 
weeks of carefu l p repara t ion the zero hour 
of the count down c a m e at 8:00 A . M . 
Tuesday , M a y 16. Dur ing the two days 
that fol lowed 41 residents were moved 
f r o m Mess iah H o m e to the nursing care 
area of Mess iah Village. Each resident had 
at least one volunteer compan ion accom-
panying him or her dur ing the move. This 
compan ionsh ip included special t raining 
and extended over several days before , 
dur ing and a f t e r the move. 
Ten residents were moved to the new 
location f ree of charge by the U p p e r Allen 
Townsh ip a m b u l a n c e with three a t ten-
dants . T h e ambulance , vans, and private 
cars with headl ights burning provided an 
interesting sight as the caravan crossed the 
Susquehanna River and headed toward 
100 M t . Allen Drive. ( S o m e residents 
spoke of it as crossing J o r d a n to the 
Promised Land) . 
T h e next six moving days were filled 
with much activity and heavy lifting. Sixty-
two residents with their furn i ture and other 
belongings were moved into the personal 
care a rea of the Village. There were pick-
up t rucks, vans, s tat ion wagons, cars and a 
large rental van shuttl ing back and for th 
be tween the old and new loca t i ons . 
Famil ies , fr iends, volunteers f rom Messiah 
Village Auxi l iary and Mate r ia l Aid and 
Service plus local residents all jo ined in 
this m a m m o t h " O p e r a t i o n Re loca t ion . " 
Even though everything was new to staff 
and residents there was little confus ion. A 
schedule was prepared for each resident. In 
fact , the moving went so well tha t the 
ent i re operat ion was completed a day 
ahead of schedule. 
How did it all c o m e to pass? 
Fi rs t of all, many prayers were offered 
by many concerned people. W e want to 
give the honor to God who heard these 
prayers and answered in a very gracious 
way. There were no casualt ies, falls, or 
accidents dur ing the ent i re move even 
though the Relocat ion T e a m predicted 
tha t according to statistics a seven percent 
loss is the m i n i m u m . 
W e are deeply indebted to the Reloca-
tion T e a m f r o m the C o m m o n w e a l t h of 
Pennsylvania who provided, f ree of charge, 
t raining and instruct ions for staff and 
volunteer compan ions . They were so im-
pressed with the move tha t they prepared a 
documenta ry with colored slides covering 
the opera t ion . 
M u c h c r e d i t m u s t g o t o t h e a d -
minis t ra tor and the entire staff for the hard 
work and long hours that went into a move 
of such magni tude . Every d e p a r t m e n t ex-
perienced a period of double duty as the 
transit ion was made . T h e response of the 
church and Chr is t ian communi ty was very 
grat i fying. Wi th the fine coopera t ion of the 
Mess iah H o m e Auxil iary through their 
" k e y p e r s o n s , " over s ixty g r o u p s of 
volunteers f rom over thirty Brethren In 
Chris t congregat ions gave valuable ser-
vices. The total number of volunteer days 
given was well over four hundred . In t e rms 
of va lue for services r e n d e r e d , th i s 
represented thousands of dol lars . It also 
indicated a growing awareness of this 
i m p o r t a n t field of s e r v i c e o p e n t o 
dedicated Chr is t ians . Mess iah Village is an 
a rm of the church, placed a round those 
who need unders tanding and loving care. 
This ministry will need the cons tan t sup-
port of a large number of volunteer 
workers in the developing p r o g r a m . 
LeRoy B. Wal te r s , 
Chap la in 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
T h e Brethren in Christ in Franklin Coun-
ty and surrounding area a re coopera t ing 
with the M e n n o n i t e and Church of the 
Brethren in a C r u s a d e for Chr is t with 
G e o r g e R. Brunk as the evangelist . The 
c r u s a d e will be held in a large tent erected 
a l o n g U . S . 1 1 five m i l e s s o u t h of 
C h a m b e r s b u r g n e a r M a r i o n , P e n n -
sylvania. T h e c rusade da tes are July 9-23, 
1978. 
T h e You th G r o u p f rom the Big Valley 
c o n g r e g a t i o n t r a v e l e d t o L o n g w o o d 
G a r d e n s on S a t u r d a y , J u n e 10. Rev. J o h n 
Rosenber ry is the pas tor . 
Dur ing the m o n t h of M a y , the Cedar 
Grove congregat ion obse rved F a m i l y 
Living, with Rev. Hess Brubake r bringing 
a series of messages on the H o m e and 
Fami ly Living each Wednesday evening. 
T h e pas to r is Rev. Eugene Heidler . 
Gues t speakers for the Five Forks con-
gregation on S u n d a y , J u n e 4 were Rev. A. 
D. M . Dick in the morn ing service and 
Bishop Henry G inde r in the evening ser-
vice. A Fellowship Tea was held following 
the evening service. Rev. Rupe r t T u r m a n 
is the pas tor . 
T h e Martinsburg congregation repor ts 
bapt ism of six persons on Sunday morn-
ing, May 14. On Sunday morning, M a y 
28, fifteen persons were received into 
fellowship. The pas tor is Rev. Rober t 
Keller. 
O n Sunday , M a y 7, the Mechanicsburg 
congregation ob se rved M i s s i o n s D a y . 
Gues t speaker was Rev. Wi lmer Heisey. 
Mrs . J o a n n e Barre t t was guest musician. 
A g roup f rom Fellowship Chapel (At lant ic 
Conference) presented the evening service. 
Rev. Char le s Burgard is the pas tor . 
Rev. Car l Ulery , Springfield, Ohio , was 
the guest speaker for Rally Day Service 
held on M a y 21 by the Mowersville con-
gregation. T h e pas tor is Rev. Mervin 
Pot te iger . 
The New Guilford congregation repor ts 
good a t t endance for a dinner held on 
Sa tu rday , M a y 6, in honor of all mothers 
and daughters . The Elwood Winger t fami-
ly centered their musical presentat ion 
a round angels. Rev. M a u r i c e Bender and 
Ter ry H o k e are the pas tors . 
O n Sunday , J u n e 4, the Waynesboro 
congregation installed their new pastoral 
couple, Lynn and Caro l Thrush . Bishop 
Henry Ginder officiated at the service. 
Atlantic 
Rev. L u k e Keefer , pas to r of the Free 
Grace congregation, was the guest speaker 
for the Mowersvil le congregat ion at their 
Bible Confe rence on J u n e 2 and 3. 
T h e Lynchburg congregation received 
char te r m e m b e r s on S u n d a y morn ing , 
J u n e 18, preceding a carry-in d inner . A 
service of ord ina t ion was held for their 
pastor , Rev. Lyle Roach, in an a f t e rnoon 
service. 
T h e Manor congregation held a note 
burning ceremony on Sunday , M a y 7, 
fo l lowing a F a m i l y F e l l o w s h i p m e a l . 
M a n o r ' s debt for sanctuary , c lass rooms 
and youth center has been paid off. Rev. 
John H a w b a k e r and Rev. Dale W . Engle 
are the pas tors . 
O n Sunday evening, M a r c h 19, M r s . 
Eva M a e Chr is t , gave her tes t imony to the 
Maytown congregation. M r s . Chr i s t is the 
au thor of the book , " T a k e This H o u s e . " 
T h e pas tor is Rev. B. E. T h u m a . 
T h e Tremont congregat ion r e p o r t s 
observing their annual Love Feast on 
Sunday , M a y 21, with a morn ing , a f t e r -
noon, and evening service. T h e guest 
speaker was Rev. Jesse Dour te . Rev. 
George Kipe is the pas to r . 
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Church News 
A Denominational Profile -
Messiah College 
Mess iah Col lege was founded by the 
Bre thren in Chr i s t C h u r c h in 1909. It v^as 
owned and opera ted by its founding fa thers 
for mos t of its years . M o r e recently the 
college's ownership , with the consent of the 
church, passed over to a se l f -perpetuat ing 
Board of Trus tees . However , a s t rong 
covenant re la t ionship is main ta ined with 
the pa ren t d e n o m i n a t i o n , and the Brethren 
in Chr i s t con t inue to exercise a s t rong 
influence on Mess iah Col lege in both 
leadership and s tudent body. 
Faculty and Staff 
Al though the rapid growth of Mess iah 
Col lege has m a d e it necessary to add staff 
and facul ty f r o m o ther denomina t ions , the 
Bre thren in Chr i s t g r o u p cont inues to be 
by far the largest . M o s t readers will 
recognize m a n y of the names listed below. 
J o n a t h a n A l l e m a n , Vernon Anderson , 
Robe r t Barr , Robe r t Barre t t , Lois Beck, 
Eldon Bert , Dr . N o r m a n Bert , Har r i e t 
B i c k s l e r , A l b e r t B r e n a m a n , L a o n a 
Brubake r , Rev. Mer l e Brubake r , Ru th 
B r u b a k e r , E r n a C a m p b e l l , Dr . W a y n e 
Cassel , G e n e Chase , N e d a Cr ider , Dr. 
A b r a h a m Davis, and Rev. A m o s Dick. 
Also Rev. Ernes t Dohner , Ru th Dohner , 
Es the r Ebersole , Dr . Noel Fa lk , M a r i a n 
Fohr inge r , R o b e r t F ry , Dr. Doro thy Gish , 
A1 G l e n n , L e w i s G r o v e , H e l e n 
Gruenewa ld , Dr . R o b e r t H a m i l t o n , Rev. 
Avery Heisey, Beulah Heisey, Es ther Hen-
nigh, Anell H e r n d o n , S a r a Her r , Dr . 
Ge ra ld Hess , Eber H o c k , R u t h Hock , 
Ellen Hoove r , Rev. H e r b e r t Hoover , Lela 
Hos te t le r , Rev . Paul Hos te t le r , Dr . D. 
R a y Hos te t t e r , and Dr . R o b e r t Ives. 
A l s o , Rev . L u k e K e e f e r , J r . , Rev . 
Correction: T h e news item concerning 
the Refton congregation ' s Lay Witness 
Miss ion , M a r c h 10-12, as repor ted in the 
M a y 25 issue was qui te misleading. T h e 45 
persons as repor ted in the news i tem as 
t ak ing par t were all f r o m other con-
grega t ions and who had c o m e to share in 
the week-end. M o r e than 200 persons f rom 
the R e f t o n congrega t ion took par t in this 
week-end miss ion. 
Canadian 
T h e J u n i o r P raye r Band of the Bertie 
congregation held a W a l k a t h o n on Sa tu r -
day , M a y 13. Eighteen comple ted the 10-
mile walk to raise $469.70. T h e pas tors a r e 
Rev . Ross Nigh and Rev. J o h n Z u c k . 
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George Kimber , Dr . Howard Landis , 
S a m u e l L e n h e r t , R e v . A l d e n L o n g , 
M a r t h a Long, R o n Long, David Made i ra , 
E than M a n n , Rev. David P. McBeth , Rev. 
Char les Melhorn , A n n a Verle Miller, Dr. 
Rona ld Miller , Ru th Musser , Dr . Karl 
O b e r h o l s e r , L i n d a O s b o r n e , W i l l i a m 
Osborne , and Dr. Dwight Paine. 
Also Wendy Price, Dorothy Schrag , Dr. 
M a r t i n Schrag , Marsha l l Shake r , Dr . E. 
M o r r i s Sider, Leone Sider , Dr. Ronald J . 
S i d e r , Dr . R o n a l d R . S ide r , Es the r 
Snyder , Rev. Paul Snyder , J ane t S to l tz fus , 
T e r r y S t o u d n o u r , N e w e l l V o n c k x , 
Howard Wal te r , Verna Wal te r , Betty 
Wat t s , Judy Wenger , and Rev. Wal te r 
Winger . 
Also Andrea Winger t , Donald Wingert , 
Dr . Ca r l ton Wit t l inger , Anna Wolgemuth , 
Rev. M a r k W o l g e m u t h , Marv in Zercher , 
Ray Zercher , Ru th Zercher , and Rev. 
Donald Z o o k . 
Emer i tus faculty include Dr. C. N. 
Hos te t te r , J r . , Dr . Asa W. Cl imenhaga , 
M i r i a m Bowers, F rances Burkholder , Rev. 
Alber t Engle, Dr . Char le s Eshe lman , and 
M a r y Eshe lman . 
Leadership-Fine Arts Center 
M a n y Brethren in Chris t people are 
providing s t rong leadership for the Fine 
A r t s Cen te r fund drive at Messiah College. 
T h e goal is to raise $4 million for construc-
tion, furnishings, and part ial endowment 
of the center ' s opera t ional costs. 
Emerson C . Frey, businessman f rom 
Lancas te r Coun ty , Pennsylvania, is the 
general cha i rman . He is uniquely qualified 
as a chu rchman , communi ty leader, and 
pa t ron of the ar ts . H e taught at Messiah 
for ten years and is presently on the Board 
of Trus tees . 
T h e Falls View congregation held a 
special family fun night on Sa tu rday , M a y 
27. T h e " G o e r t z F a m i l y " gave a p rog ram 
of Gospel music on Sunday evening, M a y 
28. Rev. Rober t C l imenhaga is the pas tor . 
Bishop and Mrs. Frank Kipe shared their 
experiences of Af r i ca with the Heise Hill 
congregation on Wednesday evening, M a y 
24. T h e pas tor is Rev. J a m e s R. Cober. 
T h e Rosebank congregation held a 
Miss ionary Confe rence on M a y 26-28 with 
Rev. Frank Kipe and Rev. Ross Nigh as 
g u e s t s p e a k e r s . S p e c i a l m u s i c w a s 
presented by the Singing Seven and the 
Gi lmore Tr io . Rev. Ron Lof thouse is the 
pas tor . 
C h a i r m a n for Trus tees and Associa tes 
gifts is Dr . Ha ro ld H. Engle of Pa lmyra . 
Dr. Engle served as cha i rman of the Board 
of Trustees for many years. Dr . Dorothy J . 
Gish is serving as Facul ty Gi f t s Associate 
C h a i r m a n ; Eldon Bert, Staff Gi f t s Cha i r -
m a n ; and B i shop C h a r l i e B. Byers , 
C h a m b e r s b u r g Area Special Gi f t s Cha i r -
man . The Cen t ra l M a j o r Gi f t s C h a i r m a n 
is Galen M . O a k e s , and Dwight E. Bert is 
the Western M a j o r Gi f t s C h a i r m a n . 
Dr. Henry A. Ginder is Genera l Cha i r -
man of the Suppor t ing Gi f t s Division, 
assisted by M a r k S. Hess, Keystone Cha i r -
man; Keith D. Ulery, Eastern C h a i r m a n ; 
Dr. Donald L. Min te r , Cent ra l C h a i r m a n ; 
and Stanley Long, Western C h a i r m a n . 
President D. Ray Hos te t te r and David 
P. McBeth , Director of College Advance-
ment , a re providing outs tanding leadership 
for both the organiza t ion and admin is t ra -
tion of the Fine Ar t s Cen te r campa ign . 
The new facility will be built near Smi th 
M u s i c Ha l l , o v e r l o o k i n g the Yel low 
Breeches Creek and the covered bridge. 
Students 
The following f irs t- t ime s tudents f rom 
Brethren in Chr is t Churches will enroll at 
Messiah College in Sep tember : Judi th 
A l l e m a n , R o b e r t B e a c h y , L y l e 
Blackket ter , Donald Bowers, J r . , Lance 
B o y e r , D a v i d B r u b a k e r , K a r e n 
Buckwal ter , J e a n Bumbaugh , Kent Byer, 
Phillip Byers, Glor ia Char les , Phyllis 
Char les , Lynda Kay Conrady , and Nancy 
Cr ider . 
Also Clifford Engle. Bruce Eyer, Laur ie 
F r ey , Q u i n t i n F rey , C h e r y l G a r n e r , 
Cynth ia Gasswint , Cra ig Gepha r t , Lisa 
Grosh , Sue Heise, S tua r t Heisey, Gail 
Hershey, R o x a n n e Hess, M a r t a H o f f m a n , 
Gre ta Kibler, and Caro l Lebo. 
Also J o a n n a Lehman , Betsy Musser , 
David P e t e r m a n , S a r a P e t r o s k y , J a y 
Rober t s , Ca the r ine Shultz, Steven Sides, 
George Smeal , Kent Tyson, Kreg Ulery, 
Donald Vundhla , Dale Wenger , Steven 
Wit te r , Leonard Wolfe , Esther Z o o k , and 
Lester Z o o k . 
Ron E. Long, Director of Admiss ions at 
Messiah College, reports that the enroll-
ment goal of 344 f reshmen for the fall of 
1 9 7 8 is w e l l in s i g h t . F r e s h m e n 
appl icat ions for the fall of 1978 a re run-
ning about 25% ahead of last yea r ' s record 
pace. Tota l head count should exceed 
1,100 s tudents . 
Central 
Sunday , J u n e 4, was the beginning of 
Chi ldren ' s Church for the Fairview con-
gregation. The church- t ime for children 
will be held dur ing the regular worship 
service. Rev. Henry Miller is the pas tor . 
A g roup f rom the Fairview congregation 
p r e s e n t e d t h e m a r r i a g e c a n t a t a , " I 
Promise to Love" to the Highland con-
gregat ion on Sunday evening, J u n e 25. T h e 
pas tor at Highland is Rev. Louis Cober . 
T h e Nappanee congregation held a 
Farewell Dinner for their pas tora l family, 
the Eugene Winger t s , on Sunday , J u n e 11, 
following the morn ing worship service. J ay 
M c D e r m o n d is the interim pas tor for the 
summer months . 
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E D I T O R I A L N O T E : 
It seems uniquely appropriate to share with the 
readers of the Evanelical Visitor a sampling of the 
expression of interest and concern about our mis-
sions witness. The following are excerpts from 
expressions of people with broad insights and un-
derstanding. 
Visions for Missions in our Third Century 
Voices from the Brotherhood 
In response to the 1977 Missions Yearbook many 
people shared valuable insights and visions for the future 
of missions. While none of the correspondents had oppor-
tunity for dialogue and interchange on specifics, their 
contribution is of such value that certain portions of letters 
are excerpted for the enjoyment of the readers of the 
Visitor. 
Valuable informed input was received from overseas 
Brethren in Christ personnel: For example—John 
Graybill (Japan), Lois Jean Sider (Rhodesia), Lawrence 
Yoder (Indonesia), and Walter Kelly (Nicaragua, now 
Canada) contributed. These are from the North American 
brotherhood: 
Canton, OH 
(We) are working basically with adolescents between 11 
and 17 years of age who have committed some type of 
offense. Because of our concern for these youthful 
otfenders, we have discussed and have developed a struc-
tural program to provide a ministry for meeting the 
spiritual needs of these youthful otfenders. 
. . . We would be interested in knowing if the Mission 
Board has ever considered such a program in the past or 
has plans for one in the future. . . 
Y O U T H F U L O F F E N D E R M I N I S T R Y 
(abbreviated description) 
1. Temporary Foster Home Services 
Organize and train families from local churches to take 
foster children on a short-term emergency basis. . . 
2. Friendship Building 
Provide each youth who makes a decision to follow 
Christ, a person or family to take special interest in him.. . 
3. Christian Peer Group Identity 
Organize activities which will provide the youth with 
peers who are seriously committed to Christ. . . 
4. Counseling 
Christian counseling would be provided in two areas 
(after school drop in, and family). Counseling would be 
based on the presupposition that Jesus is the answer and 
that the Bible provides the necessary guidelines for 
living . . . 
5. Evangelism 
Evangelism would be the starting point for all youth 
ministries. . . 
Bob Knapp 
Joseph J. Sommers 
Portland, OR 
I pray that the church as a whole might feel and share 
this same (Statement of Purpose, BFM). I have confidence 
that our people will respond to the right motivation . . . We 
all have a responsibility to help enlarge people's vision and 
to pray that they will respond to the Lord's motivation. 
Of course, we see inner city work also as a very needy 
field in which people are responsive to the love of God. I 
am sorry that it is so hard to find folks who are prepared to 
live in the inner city. I am excited about reports we receive 
from Fellowship Chapel. 
Thata Book 
Portland, OR 
I would like to see considered as an area of mission one 
of the European countries. These countries have a definite 
need for the presentation of an evangelical message. I was 
very pleased to see London as a proposed mission site until 
I read that the mission would not be to the English, but to 
the expatriates. These individuals certainly need the 
Gospel but so do the English people . . . I know that 
ministry to the English people would require more finance 
and different methods, but I see these persons needing 
Christ as much as the expatriates. 
Verle Brubaker 
Allen, PA 
A comment which I heard an African student 
make—"The Brethren in Christ have done very well in 
working with other cultures overseas but they are not 
doing so here (at home)." 
If (receptivity) is a criterion, (the tribals of North Bihar) 
need and w a n t . . . a teaching ministry. T h a t . . . was said to 
me when I was there in 1975. Then, too, thinking of new 
fields, are we told to go only to those who receive us? In 
one sense, yes, but not according to the Great Commis-
sion. 
Erma Hare 
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Millersburg, PA 
If we are seeking new fields truly, why not have a 
qualified person do an intensive on-the-field analysis of 
sister missionary societies? Two of similar doctrinal 
positions to ourselves could be WGM (World Gospel 
Mission) and O M S (Oriental Missionary Society). Their 
strengths and weaknesses could be to our profit. 
Jesus, in giving the Great Commission to his disciples, 
also told them not to go until they were "endued with 
power from on high." There is no second best to this 
requirement . . . Selfless opinions, selfless assignments, 
selfless zeal for souls, selfless cooperation are "sermons in 
shoe leather" which convince the gainsayer and the 
inquisitive. . . 
Luke L. Keefer, Sr. 
Rochester, MN 
I can see several advantages of locating in England—it 
is not far removed from the U.S. . . . the cultural 
dislocation is not so great . . . public transport is well 
developed so it might be possible to get on without 
a car . . . I would imagine there would be good rapport 
of personnel undertaking this venture with these 
people because of previous contact in Africa. 
I can see several disadvantages. I would wonder first of 
all if an approach directed only to Zambian and Rhode-
sian students might be too narrow . . . I had wondered 
about a wider international student approach. 
One criterion which this idea has difficulty in meeting 
is that it does not lend itself well to immediate establish-
ment of an indigenous church—at least not in England. 
. . . I do not know what the financial implications are; I 
thought perhaps the London thing could be achieved with 
a minimal amount of personnel; perhaps it could even be a 
periodic thing. 
David E. Byer 
Roanoke, VA 
The way to go (to Botswana) is assistance to the 
indigenous church—have we learned nothing from the 
racist situation in Rhodesia and Union of South Africa? 
Haiti (is) a needy field, but Americans should not go and 
live like kings amidst their poverty but should scale down 
the American living standard to strict necessity and 
minister to physical as well as spiritual needs . . . 
Emphasis should not be on establishing a "Brethren in 
Christ work" but in establishing indigenous churches. 
Bobby & Shirley Craghead 
Ashland, OH 
An (abbreviated) summary of our responses to the 
Statement of Purpose: 
. . . the local church must begin a conscious discipleship 
program. 
. . . the BIC church must reach out with a sense of who 
we are and what we are about. 
. . . We need to rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
. . . We need to adapt to various cultures, but our faith 
must remain steadfast. 
. . . Let's balance the physical outreach with a ministry 
to the spiritual concerns. 
Ted and Lois Mitten 
Bloomfield, NM 
My hunch is that giving and receiving among our 
worldwide fellowships is going to become increasingly 
important in the days ahead . . . We are called to mutuality 
toward the end of building relationships and community 
among us—not just between the North American church 
and the other fellowships—but among the other 
fellowships. 
* * * 
I am concerned about the investment of so much . . . 
time and energy and money in local buildings and 
programs. . . . Surely, we can build Christian community 
without aspiring to, planning, financing, fretting about, 
and erecting a building to contain it, though we might have 
to change some of the forms our community takes these 




We would give a rather arbitrary order to the list of 
criteria for discovering new fields: (1) Concern and need 
. . . must fire us to action: (2) Brotherhood relationships 
. . . we might best expand where we can work in relation 
to the existing brotherhood; (3) Planning . . . ; (4) Per-
sonnel availability; (5) Resources. These last two seem 
most fitting to respond to the vision, as opposed to limit-
ing our vision to existing personnel and resources. 
* * * 
Our upper middle-aged people may provide a rich pool 
of resource personnel. These persons are . . . spiritually 
mature . . . Their families are grown. . . . Some may be 
financially able to volunteer time to mission work . . . 
Lynn and Carol Thrush 
Grantham, PA 
The statement is made that the homeland missionaries 
will move on into new ministries as these churches become 
indigenous . . . 
We need to keep a balance between a hasty total 
withdrawal and staying too long . . . there comes a time 
when the indigenous church should make its own 
decisions. 
. . . (regarding assisting indigenous churches) We must 
be careful to distinguish between indigenous methods and 
biblical error and heresy . . . There are literally thousands 
of such (indigenous) churches and cults in South Africa 
and surrounding countries, and they do need help and 
guidance. My main concern is that in letting them "do 
their own thing" we don't condone heresy and error, but 
by love and concern help them to grow in correct spiritual 
channels. 
Lewis and Gladys Sider 
Chambersburg, PA 
We are not satisfied that our work in Africa is complete. 
. . . I do not feel that the assurances that the church leaders 
received (in 1967)—that every effort would be made to 
supply the specialist missionary personnel that would be 
needed as they assumed greater responsibility for the 
work—have been honored. 
* * * 
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I believe that we have all the work that our constituency 
can support in the fields already assigned to us. 
* * * 
W e would specifically recommend: 
1. That a real effort be made to see the opportunities 
which are crying out to us in our present fields. 
2. That these be vigorously promoted in our churches. 
3. That a "promot ions exper t" be appointed to help a 
missionary . . . (prepare) a presentation that will 
interest and inform. 
4. Tha t promotions be made in every . . . church three 
times per year. 
5. Tha t missions office " t a k e charge" and give direc-
t ion—to missionaries, to churches. 
Graybill and Ethel Brubaker 
Elkhart, IN 
. . . (A) positive point (Statement of Purpose) was the 
feeling of need to allow the "emerging churches" to 
represent cultural diversity and reflect their own uni-
queness. . . . 
* * * 
Although I heartily agree with the general statements on 
purpose, (I feel that) we have soft-pedalled on the issue of 
nonresistance as an intricate part of the good news. . . . 
The Brethren in Christ are talking about . . . making 
disciples for Christ but we haven't . . . defined disciple. 
How can we make disciples until we know what makes up 
a disciple? 
* * * 
. . . Our missions outreach cannot be limited to third 
world persons. Granted, Jesus was very clearly sided with 
the poor and oppressed; but our only job is not to comfor t 
and ease their pain (spiritual or physical) without at-
tacking the institutions and persons who are responsible 
for their plight. . . . 
Jay McDermond 
Missions Hard Hit 
By Declining Dollar 
The declining value of the dollar coupled 
with skyrocket ing inflation around the 
world has rocked the international finan-
cial communi ty in recent months . But it 
has cut possibly even deeper into another 
area of internat ional act ivi ty—the flow of 
Amer ican missionary activity. 
For more than 100 years American 
churches have shipped thousands of mis-
sionaries to a wide network of countries to 
a id in d e v e l o p m e n t a n d to s p r e a d 
Christ ianity. 
But the shrinking buying power of the 
dollar has put a severe strain on these 
activities as well as those of international 
religious agencies that rely heavily on 
Amer ican support . 
The dollar has declined 54 per cent in 
value over the last seven years and 20 per 
cent just since last Spring in the foreign 
exchange marke t . It has dropped about 20 
per cent against the Japanese yen since the 
beginning of 1977 to a post World W a r II 
low. 
" P e o p l e may a s s u m e a mis s iona ry 
overseas can get by with very little," 
said Will iam Miller, personnel director for 
the United Presbyterian Church . " T h e r e 
was a t ime when tha t could have been 
assumed. But there are places in the world 
that it 's get t ing to be very costly, and that 
fact is not emotional ly known . " 
Many Believe in Prayer, 
But Don't Pray Much 
An overwhelming major i ty of members 
of the United Church of C a n a d a believe in 
prayer, but many don ' t pray much, ac-
cording to a reader survey in the church 's 
magazine. 
Eighty-six per cent of those responding 
to the survey said they believe God hears 
and answers prayers. Eighty-two percent 
said that they believe prayer can change 
their lives. 
But only half said they pray regularly. 
A m o n g those who do, most pray for 
their families. One in four pray for the 
church 's missionaries. 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 
General Fund Statement 
Quarter Ended March 31, 1978 
Canadian Balance, December 31,1977 $ 3,852.08 
USA Balance, December 31,1977 3,353.37 
Canadian Receipts 5,072.02 
USA Receipts 73,625.14 
Borrowed from Reserves 10,000.00 
Total Receipts and Balance $95,902.61 
Disbursements USA Canada 
Administration $ 21,241.03 $2,302.41 
Spec. Services to Missionaries 4,740.83 
Information Services 105.01 
Technical Services 476.20 288.50 
Rhodesia 2,897.04 




Navajo Mission 1,546.04 
San Francisco 300.00 
Bronx 934.46 
Montreal Lake Children's Home (231.60) 825.00 
Labish 825.00 
Pharr 1,500.00 
Mission Churches 2,990.91 474.99 
Extension Churches 20,662.44 3,701.46 
Urban Ministries 5,836.48 
Christian Service Ministries 5,265.75 
Total Disbursements $118,646.45 9,592.36 128,238.81 
DEFICIT BALANCE, March 31,1978 ($32,336.20) 
Analysis of Balance 
USA Balance ($31,667.94) 
Canada Balance ( 668.26) 
($32,336.20) 
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The Faith of Our Founders 
f rom page five 
world the possibility of the redemption 
of relationships (John 13:34-35). In 
other words, for them the kingdom of 
C h r i s t h a d c o m e ; t h e y c o u l d 
acknowledge no loyalty other than 
that given to their sovereign Lord who 
called them to love as He had loved. 
This conception of church-world 
confrontation explains, I think, why 
Matthew 18, Ephesians 4, and First 
Corinthians 11 became the principal 
scriptural guideposts in the develop-
ment of our movement. All of these 
passages deal with the nurture of 
brotherhood relationships under the 
lordship of Christ. In other words, 
they collectively define the essence of 
the church and, by contrast, the es-
s e n c e of t h e w o r l d , w h i c h is 
characterized by lack of brotherhood 
relationships because it rejects the 
lordship of Christ. 
Against this background, the early 
manner in which our people celebrated 
the Lord's Supper strikingly illustrates 
their nonconformist theology. Com-
munion, their favorite word for this 
ordinance, was celebrated at the con-
clusion of the love feast, a day of 
fellowship, instruction, and self-
examination. The morning and after-
noon services of the love feast stressed 
especially the importance of com-
municants approaching the Lord's 
Table in right relationship with God, 
with their brethren and sisters, and 
with their fellowmen generally. 
During the early part of the evening 
service, those planning to commune 
also shared in the ordinance of feet 
washing. By this striking symbolism, 
they testified to their repudiation of 
the world's lust for lordship and power 
and to their glad acceptance of the role 
of servanthood. 
The latter part of the service cli-
maxed with the act of communion in 
which the meaning of the covenant 
community reached its symbolic peak. 
As the communicants stood side by 
side and addressed each other as 
"Beloved brother" or "Beloved sister" 
while they shared the bread and wine, 
they corporately testified that they had 
left the sinful world with its alienation 
and broken relationships and that they 
stood united by bonds of Christian 
love within the fellowship of God's 
people, His new Israel. 
It is true, of course, that the non-
conformity of the founders had other 
ramifications and that it produced a 
unique life-style. Many aspects of that 
life-style have been modified among us 
with the passage of time. I suggest, 
however, that we ought to perceive this 
unique l ife-style pr imari ly as a 
demonstration of the seriousness with 
which the early Brethren sought to be 
God's people in a world order which 
rejected their Lord. Nonconformity 
was as crucial to their thought struc-
ture as was the new birth. If we are 
inclined to fault them for their tenden-
cy to see the world everywhere, 
perhaps we should ask ourselves 
w h e t h e r we can see the wor ld 
anywhere. 
The preceding analysis indicates 
that the founders were optimistic 
about the church, God's new Israel, 
which sought to offer a fallen world a 
glimpse of Christ's kingdom. They 
perceived the church as a covenant 
community to be the principal base for 
God's work in the world. Through its 
ministry He called men and women to 
repentance and new birth, which in-
volved a change of allegiance from the 
kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of 
Christ. In addition to evangelizing the 
unconver ted , the church , as the 
founders understood it, was called to 
confront the hostilities of a Christ-
rejecting world with the ethic of Chris-
t ian love and n o n r e s i s t a n c e , a 
derivative from their doctrine of non-
conformity. Although to do so might 
bring them suffering, they regarded 
such suffering as an aspect of cross-
bearing discipleship. 
The founders' optimism about the 
eventual triumph of the church did not 
extend to the larger society about 
them. Although they launched their 
movement during the opt imis t ic 
eighteenth-century Age of Reason, 
they did not expect the gradual perfec-
tability of man. Nor did they hope to 
convert or reform society generally. 
Rather, they envisioned perpetual 
church-world conflict prior to Christ's 
return to crush the serpent-head of 
evil. Until that time, or until death 
ushered them into the fullness of 
Christ 's kingdom, they perceived 
t h e m s e l v e s to be p i l g r i m s and 
strangers called to obey the "all 
things" which their Lord had com-
manded. Only He, they believed, could 
evaluate the spiritual fruitfulness of 
such a pilgrimage. 
Church News 
from page 7 
Midwest 
T h e Rosebank congregation honored 
their inter im pas tora l couple, Joel and 
F a i t h e Car l son on S u n d a y , M a y 14, with a 
fel lowship d inner . T h e Car l sons served 
R o s e b a n k since J a n u a r y . 
T h e Zion congregation held a fellowship 
lunch on Sunday , M a y 21, in honor of 
g r a d u a t e s and senior citizens. T h e pas tor is 
Rev. Pau l Hess . 
Pacific 
A singing g r o u p f r o m the Navajo Mis-
sion minis tered to the Sandia congregation 
and in C u b a , New Mexico , recently. T h e 
pas to r a t N a v a j o is Rev. W a r r e n H o f f m a n 
and Rev. M . W o o d r o w P e a b o d y is pas to r 
at S a n d i a . 
T h e Upland congregation repor ts 276 
present for their annual M o t h e r - D a u g h t e r 
banquet on M a y 15. Special speaker was 
Karen Mains , who au thored the book, 
July 10, 1978 
" O p e n Hear t , Open H o m e . " The pastors 
a re Rev. Robe r t H e m p y , Rev. Glenn 
Ginder , and Rev. Les Steele. 
Births 
Barr: Brian Eric, born April 17, to 
D a v i d a n d D o r i s ( B e r t ) B a r r , 
Mechanicsburg congrega t ion . Pa . 
Barto: T a m m y Raye , born Apri l 14, to 
Bill and W a n e a d a Bar to , M o n t g o m e r y 
congregat ion, Pa . 
Bowersox: Brett Jus t in , born M a y 20, 
to M r . and Mrs . Michael Bowersox, Carl i -
sle congregat ion, Pa . 
Derek: Kristen Joy, born M a y 20, to 
Randy and Joy (Brubaker ) Derek, Skyline 
View congregat ion, Pa . 
Keefer: Ela ine El izabeth, born M a y 18, 
to Mr . and Mrs . Earl Keefer , J r . , Free 
Grace congregat ion, Pa . 
Kohn: M a r y (Catherine, born M a r c h 31, 
to Robe r t and Rosal ie Kohn, Moore town 
congregat ion, Mi . 
Lehman: Susanne Renee, born M a y 17, 
to Mr . and M r s . Steven Lehman , Carl is le 
congregat ion, Pa. 
Lutz: Jenn i fe r Nicole, born April 22, to 
J a m e s a n d M i c h e l e ( R e n a u d ) L u t z , 
Skyline View congregat ion, Pa . 
Mellott: Jill Lynne, born M a y 18, to 
Wal lace and Joyce (S ta r r ) Mel lo t t , New 
Guil ford congregat ion . Pa. 
Merris: N a t h a n Edward , born M a y 2, 
to M r . and Mrs . Cur t i s Merr is , Car l is le 
congregat ion. Pa. 
Meyers: Crys ta l Dawn, born M a y 9, to 
D e a n a n d N a n c y ( S o u d e r s ) M y e r s , 
Mon tgomery congregat ion, Pa. 
Nigh: J enna-Lee , born M a y 22, to Rich 
and Becky Nigh , Falls View congregat ion , 
Ont . 
Sider: Jeffery Paul , born Nov . 16, 1977, 
to Rober t and J o a n Sider , Fal ls View, On t . 
to page fourteen 
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The Changes of Youth 
As a young person, I was on the 
committee that planned youth ac-
tivities for our congregation. In those 
years, we struggled to come up with 
i d e a s — a n y i d e a s — f o r y o u t h 
programs. The feelings of the rest of 
us were expressed by one committee 
member who would say over and over 
again, "Let 's do something different." 
We all a g r e e d , " Y e s , l e t ' s do 
something different," but "What?" 
How do we plan activities that interest 
and challenge youth? 
Youth is a stage of life in which 
there is great potential for religious 
experience. As an adolescent, the in-
dividual has matured to the point that 
he can understand and participate in 
religious experiences more fully than 
as a chi ld. This newly a t t a ined 
capability drives many youth to find 
religious experiences in groups that we 
consider deviant, e. g., Children of 
God , H a r e Kr i shna , Unif ica t ion 
Church. 
Although youths have the potential 
to develop intense rel igious ex-
periences, they do not seem to be 
finding these exper iences in the 
church. Studies have shown that youth 
believe that the importance of religion 
in our society is declining. In response 
to this perceived decline, youths have 
tended to leave the church and other 
religious organizations. Even those 
who remain in the church tend to take 
their cues for proper behavior from 
their friends rather than from the 
church and its leaders. 
What is the reason that youths, who 
have a great potential for religious 
commitment become "turned o f f ' by 
the church? A plausible explanation is 
that church leaders, particularly youth 
leaders, have failed to understand the 
changes that take place in youth. As a 
John Yeatts 
result, youths come to believe that the 
church does not really understand 
them. 
Adolescence is a time when several 
important changes take place in the 
individual. Youths are no longer like 
children in the way they look, think, or 
act. Any youth program that fails to 
take these changes into account is 
doomed to failure. Let us look at 
some of these changes. 
Identity. The young person is 
changing in his a t t i tude toward 
himself. One of the most important 
tasks of youth is to "find oneself." The 
youth must analyze his talents, needs, 
opportunities, and ideals and come to 
an acceptable idea of who he is. 
During this time, other persons, both 
youths and adults, are extremely im-
portant because they reflect for the 
youth, how others see him. It is par-
ticularly important for Christian 
youths to find other Christians with 
whom to interact. In a group of 
Christians, he can be brought to un-
derstand that part of his identity is 
that he is a follower of Christ. 
Physical. A youth experiences ex-
treme physical growth and develop-
ment. These physical changes often 
bring frustrating and puzzling conse-
quences. The youth begins to wonder 
why his body is changing as it is, or 
why it is not developing as rapidly as 
others his age. Confronted with 
physical changes, the youth needs to 
know that his body is part of God's 
creation and even that he was created 
in the image of God. 
Intellectual. At the beginning of the 
teen years, the youth undergoes a 
considerable change in his manner of 
reasoning. As never before, he has the 
ability to think abstractly, to examine 
s t a t e m e n t s for cons i s t ency , to 
speculate about things he has never 
seen, to do self-evaluation and self-
criticism, and so forth. There is con-
siderable evidence that intelligence 
reaches its peak during the years 
between 16 and 21. Therefore, those 
who work with youths must plan 
experiences that are more intellectual-
ly challenging than those planned for 
children. Youths should be challenged 
to think, test ideas, evaluate, and 
criticize. In doing so, the young person 
reaches conclusions about God and 
the world that are his own. 
Moral. Youth have matured to the 
point that they are capable of making 
ethical decisions on the basis of per-
sonal principles instead of external 
concerns. Yet, the sad truth is that 
most persons, youths and adults, con-
tinue to base their moral decisions on 
what others will think or what society 
prescribes. Yet, if an individual ever 
develops a personal morality, he will 
do it during youth. Activities planned 
for youth should include discussions of 
moral situations and problems with a 
view toward helping the young person 
formulate his own ethical principles. 
Sexual. During youth, the in-
dividual becomes sexually mature. 
This development brings with it many 
conflicts. The young person is en-
couraged to associate with the op-
posite sex, but sexual relations are 
fo rb idden . Permiss ive a t t i t udes 
toward sex are common, but young 
people who are active sexually ex-
perience considerable guilt and disap-
proval. Activities planned for youth 
should enable them to understand the 
implications of sexual development 
and how a Christian is to cope with 
these new-found drives. 
Family. A m a j o r c h a n g e in 
adolescence to break with one's paren-
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tal family and to establish a family of 
one's own. Much conflict is associated 
with this break with parents. Youth 
should be helped to deal with his 
feelings about his parents and to for-
mulate ideas concerning the type of 
family he wants to establish in the 
future. 
Peers. A s t h e y o u t h s e v e r s 
relationships with parents, he es-
tablishes relationships with those his 
own age. Initially, these relationships 
a r e s h a l l o w a n d s e l f - s e r v i n g . 
Moreover, they tend to be established 
with persons like himself. -The youth 
should learn to build relationships 
based on concern for other people and 
to form relationships with persons 
different from himself. Thus, he learns 
the nature of Christian love. 
Vocation. Young persons become 
preoccupied with the task of con-
structing their own future. One of the 
biggest decisions to be made relates to 
vocations. This decision is of extreme 
importance because one of the main 
values of the Christian faith is that it 
gives meaning to life. As the young 
person plans his future, he needs to 
develop a belief system that gives 
meaning to these plans. Then, he can 
achieve a deep sense that his chosen 
vocation is God's will for him. 
The areas of change considered here 
should be taken seriously by anyone 
who is involved with youth: youth 
advisors, parents, teachers, and so 
forth. The ideas are not intended to be 
the content of a youth curriculum but 
rather some issues that should be 
considered in planning for youth. Cer-
tain changes occur during youth that 
should be considered in ministry to 
this age group. Biblical material and 
themes should be presented in a 
manner that allows youth to in-
vestigate them in relation to issues at 
relevance to youth. Then, youth 
planners will not simply try anything 
and hope that it works. Instead plan-
ning will be oriented toward the in-
terests and needs of the youth to whom 
they are ministering. 
This article is condensed from a 
longer paper. A more complete ver-
sion is available from the Board of 
Christian Education, Box 127, Nap-
panee, Indiana 46550. 
"There is another side to our conference 
gatherings, the worth of which can never be es-
timated by money expended. The social, fraternal 
ties that are strengthened, and renewed every year, 
the flowing together of East and West, and the 
mutual understanding of the peculiar needs of our 
varying fields of labor. All these draw us closer as 
laborers in one common cause, the salvation of men 
and the glory of God." 
Reflections upon General Conference by F. Elliot, 
Evangelical Visitor, July 15, 1902, p. 267. 
Photos by Sonja Stump 
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Sider: J o l e e n L y n e t t e a n d M a r l e e n 
Nicole, born M a y 24, to M r . and M r s . 
Tennyson Sider , Rosebank congregat ion , 
On t . 
Steckbeck: El isabeth A n n , born M a y 
17, t o M i l l a r d a n d F e r n ( L e h m a n ) 
S teckbeck , Mechan ic sburg congregat ion , 
Pa . 
Stroup: J e a n n e Anne , born M a y 18, to 
M r . and M r s . Elwood S t r o u p , J r . , F ree 
G r a c e congrega t ion , Pa . 
Wenger: C a r r i e Deanne , born M a y 23, 
to M r . and Mrs . Car l Wenger , Fairview 
Avenue congrega t ion , Pa . 
Winger: Sheree Julie, born J u n e 1, to 
M r . and M r s . Lewis Winger , Rosebank 
congregat ion , On t . 
Zook: S tacey Ray , born Feb. 25, to M r . 
and Mrs . Dennis Z o o k , Z ion congrega-
tion, Ks. 
Weddings 
Kopp-Lauver: Lucille, daugh te r of M r . 
and Mrs . J a m e s Lauver , and Jay , son of 
Mrs . A l m a K o p p and the late Roy Kopp, 
M a y 6, in the M t . P leasant Brethren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h with Rev. George Bundy 
and Rev. Ear l He r r officiat ing. 
Lehman-Stitt: S a n d r a St i t t , Bal t imore, 
Md. , and Wendel l , son of M r . and M r s . 
Melvin L e h m a n , Carl is le, Pa . , M a y 20, in 
t h e B r o w n M e m o r i a l P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church , Ba l t imore . 
M u s s e r - W o l v e r t o n : J a n e E i l e e n , 
daugh te r of M r . and Mrs . David Wolver-
ton, Dover , Pa . , and H a r r y David, son of 
M r . and Mrs . John Musser , Carl is le , Pa. , 
M a y 6, in the Mechan ic sburg Brethren in 
C h r i s t C h u r c h with Rev . C h a r l e s R . 
Burgard officiat ing. 
N e w m a n - H a r d e r : L y n d a D a r l e n e , 
daugh te r of M r . and M r s . Peter Ha rde r , 
Wel l andpor t , Ont . , and R icha rd Michael , 
son of Mr . and M r s . J o h n N e w m a n , 
Vineland, On t . , Apr i l 22, in the h o m e of 
t he b r i d e wi th Rev . R o g e r C h a r m a n 
officiating. 
Potteiger-Kibler: Gwen Kay, daugh te r 
of Rev. and Mrs . George Kibler , Carl is le, 
Pa. , and R o n a l d Lee, son of M r . and Mrs . 
Rober t Pot te iger , New Kings town, Pa. , 
M a y 6, in the Car l is le Brethren in Chris t 
Church with Rev. George Kibler and Rev. 
Wal t e r Winger officiating. 
Smith-Shearer: S a n d r a Kay , daugh te r 
of M r . a n d M r s . N e s t e r S h e a r e r , 
Mechan icsburg , Pa . , and G a r y Lee, son of 
M r . and Mrs . Glenn Smi th , Carl is le, Pa . , 
M a y 20, in the Mechan icsburg G r a c e 
U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h with Rev . 
Char le s R. Burgard and Rev. Rober t 
Sheesley officiat ing. 
Wagner-Noel: Kathleen, daugh te r of 
R u s h a n d He len N o e l , a n d F r a n k l i n 
W a g n e r , J r . , son of Frankl in and Adel la 
Wagne r , Apri l 21, in the Skyl ine View 
Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h , with Rev. John 
Schock officiat ing. 
W i d e m a n - N o r t o n : T r u d y G r a c e , 
daughte r of Mr . and Mrs . R a y m o n d J . 
N o r t o n , and J a m e s Glen, son of M r . and 
Mrs . Glen W i d e m a n , M a y 27, in the 
Stouffvil le Miss ionary Church with Rev. 
John Hami l ton officiating. 
W i n g e r - F r a s e r : S h e l l e y K a t h l e e n , 
daughter of M r . and M r s . Frederick 
F r a s e r , H a m i l t o n , O n t . , a n d L a r r y 
Frederick, son of M r . and Mrs . Benjamin 
Winger , Wainf leet , Ont . , Apri l 29, in the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Chr is t Church with 
Rev. Roy Pe t e rman officiating. 
Obituaries 
Dick: Daniel D. Dick, Sax ton , Pa. , 
born J u n e 5, 1895, died April 16, 1978. H e 
was the son of Wil l iam and Sa ra Dick. O n 
M a r c h 10, 1918, he was united in mar r i age 
to M a r y Gu th r idge who survives. H e is 
also survived by ten children: Mrs . E m m a 
Weimer t , Mrs . Iva Pembrook , Mrs . G r a c e 
Harr i s , Elmer , Mrs . Violet ColTman, 
K e n n e t h , R o s c o e , M r s . M a r t h a 
Hennessey, Ca r l , and Edgar ; 40 grand-
children; and 49 grea t -grandchi ldren . The 
funeral service was conducted in the 
M a s o o d F u n e r a l C h a p e l w i t h R e v . 
Will iam Baubli tz officiating. In tesment 
was in the Brumbaugh Cemete ry . 
Eckman: B e n j a m i n A l b e r t E c k m a n , 
born J a n . 24, 1885, in Cones toga Cen te r , 
Pa. , died M a y 29, 1978. He was the son of 
B e n j a m i n A l b e r t a n d M a r y H u b l e y 
Eckman . On July 30, 1908, he was marr ied 
to E m m a Goss who preceded him in death 
in December 1975. He is survived by a son, 
Chester R.; two daughters : Mrs . Ida Davis 
and Mrs . Ru th Dohner , five grandchi ldren; 
and ten great grandchi ldren . H e became a 
member of the Brethren in Chr is t Church 
in 1926. T h e funera l service was conducted 
in the Upland Brethren in Chr is t Church 
by Rev. Rober t H e m p y and Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder . In te rment was in the Bellevue 
Mauso leum. 
Engle: Daniel W. Engle, West Mi l ton , 
O H . , born Augus t 31, 1899, died J u n e 4, 
1978. He was the son of Rev. Edward E. 
and Minerva (Hershey) Engle. He was 
marr ied to Ellen Rohre r Engle who sur-
vives. Also surviving are a son, Virgil; 
three daughters : Virginia; Mrs . Jane t 
Rissinger; and Mrs . Annabel Keefer; eight 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a n d t e n g r e a t -
grandchi ldren . He is also survived by two 
brothers , and a sister. He was a member of 
the Highland Brethren in Chr is t Church 
where the funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. Louis Cober . In te rment was in the 
adjoining cemetery . 
Eppley: Mrs . M a r y T . Eppley, born 
July 12, 1945, in Massachuse t t s , died 
M a r c h 2, 1978 in Jacksonvil le , Fl. She was 
the daughte r of M r . and Mrs . Paul Tobias 
who survive. She is also survived by her 
husband, David Eppley; a daughter , T ina ; 
two sons: David and Paul : a sister; two 
brothers; and paternal g r andmothe r . A 
memoria l service was held at Jacksonvil le ; 
and the funeral service was conducted in 
t he C e d a r G r o v e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
Church by Rev. Eugene Heidler . Inter-
ment was in Union M e m o r i a l Ga rdens , 
Miif l intown, Pa . 
Hess : M r s . M a r g i e E. Hess , L a n -
disville, Pa. , died M a y 4, 1978, at the age 
of 84. She was the daughte r of Isaac and 
E l i z a b e t h S t o n e r K a u f f m a n . S h e was 
marr ied to Henry G. Hess who preceded 
her in death in 1961. She is survived by two 
sons: J o n a s G . and Henry K.; three 
daughters : M r s . E m m a E. Musser , Mrs . 
E d n a M a e C o o k , a n d M r s . P a u l i n e 
Wi tmer ; three brothers ; 13 grandchi ldren; 
and 14 grea t -grandchi ldren . She was a 
member of the M a n o r Brethren in Chr is t 
Church . T h e funeral service was held in the 
GrofT Funera l H o m e with Rev. John H a w -
baker officiating. In te rment was in the 
Cones toga M e m o r i a l Pa rk . 
Pryor: Wi l l iam N . P ryo r , Mercersburg , 
Pa. , died M a y 1, 1978, a t the age of 68. H e 
was the son of Albe r t and Ella Pensinger 
Pryor . H e is survived by his wife, M a r j o r i e 
Funk Pryor ; two sons: Wil l iam A . and 
Joseph L.; and two daughters : Nancy and 
S a n d r a . T h e funeral service was conducted 
in the Lininger Funera l H o m e by Rev. H. 
Melvin Boose. In t e rmen t was in the Fai r -
view Cemete ry . 
Wade: Ga len W a d e , died M a y 3, 1978, 
in the Uni ted Zion H o m e , Lititz, Pa. , a t 
the age of 94. H e was the son of J a m e s and 
Chris t ie Yost Wade . H e was marr ied to 
B a r b a r a S. Gibble who preceded him in 
death in 1974. H e is survived by three 
s is ters ; ten g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 36 g r e a t -
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a n d six g r e a t - g r e a t -
grandchi ldren. H e was a m e m b e r of the 
L a n c a s t e r B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h 
where the funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. Eber Dour te . In t e rmen t was in the 
Silver Spr ing Cemete ry . 
Wolfe: M a r t h a E. Wolfe , Spr ing Mills, 
Pa. , born Dec. 26, 1917, in M o u n t Joy , 
Pa . , died Apr i l 27, 1978. She was the 
daughte r of Levi W . and Leah H a w b a k e r 
M u m m a . O n Feb. 14, 1943, she was united 
in mar r i age to R a y Eugene Wol fe who 
survives. She is also survived by the 
following children: Ray , J r . , Lar ry M. , 
Jane t E., and D o n n a J . ; two sisters; and 
three brothers . She was preceded in dea th 
by a sister, Ethel , in 1977. She was a 
member of the Green Grove Brethren in 
Chris t Church where she served on the 
Church Board and taught a Sunday school 
class. T h e funera l service was conducted in 
the Green Grove Church by Rev. Wesley 
Smeal . In te rment was in the Fairview 
Cemete ry . 
Wolfe: R a y Eugene Wol fe , J r . , born 
J u n e 18, 1944, in Bellefonte, Pa. , died J u n e 
2, 1978, in the Polk S t a t e School . H e was 
the son of Ray E. and M a r t h a E. M u m m a 
Wolfe. His mothe r preceded him in death 
on April 27, 1978. He is survived by his 
father; a brother , Larry M. , and two 
sisters: J ane t E. and Donna Jean . T h e 
funeral service was held in the George G. 
NefT, J r . Funera l H o m e with Rev. Wesley 
Smeal officiating. In te rment was in the 
Fairview Cemete ry , Mil lheim. 






July 25 to 30, 1978 
The Kingdom of God In a Changing World 
25 Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 Thursday 28 Friday 29 Saturday 30 Sunday 
9:00 CONVENTION HALL Worship Music Theme Messages Responses Singing 
a.m. • "Church • "Kingdom • "Kingdom • "Kingdom 
Representing the Reconciling Confronting the Renewing the 
Kingdom," by Humanity" by Paul Powers" by H. B. Environment" by 
Registration David Schroeder, G. Hiebert, United Kossen, Albert Widjaja, 
begins Canada States Netherlands Indonesia 
Monday at • Responses by • Responses by • Responses by • Responses by 
3:00 p.m. Paul Hofer, Charles Christano, Michio Ohno, Toos Offerhaus, 
Andrew Lu, Kilabi Abram Neufeld, Anna Juhnke, Menno Wiebe, Luis 
Bululu Kedir Dulchume Ernst Correa 
Regis- • Worship, Eunice • Cheyenne Weichselberger • Worship, Ruth 
tration de Hernandez, Singers • Worship, Ted Wedel, Germany 
continues Puerto Rico • Worship, Risingsun, • Mennonite WORSHIP IN 
beginning • Dorothy Mayambi Cheyenne, United Children's Choir, LOCAL 
at 8:00 Harding, Solo Diakande, Zaire States Canada CONGREGA-
a.m. • Taiwan • Jamaica • A Kingdom TIONS 
Women's Choir Ensemble Story by John 
Ruth 


















BIBLE STUDY BIBLE STUDY BIBLE STUDY BIBLE STUDY 
One hundred international groups of fifty persons each 
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
Simultaneous art, drama, and music events in Exhibition Hall and First Baptist and 







One hundred groups of fifty persons each 
REGIONAL INTEREST INTEREST 
GROUPS GROUPS GROUPS 
Asia, Africa, Artists, Charismatic renewal, Christian 
Central and South education, Church planting, History, 
America, North Hunger, Justice, Life-styles, MCC 
America alumni, Men and Women in Church, 
Peace, Pastoral leadership, Students, 
Radio/TV/Film, Umsiedler, Youth 
leaders, and others 
Simultaneous art, drama, and music events in Exhibition Hall; 
Cheyenne Jesus Buffalo Dream in Theater. 
• Folk opera: 
"Singers Glen" in 
Convention Hall 
• "The Wedding at 






Baptist Church, 3 
p.m. 
TOURS 
DINNER DINNER DINNER DINNER 
Simultaneous art, drama, and music events in Exhibition Hall 
CONVENTION HALL / CONCERT HALL Worship Music Testimonies CESSNA 
• "Christ • Life Experience • Life Experience • Passion play in STADIUM 
Establishing the Testimonies Testimonies pantomime: "Ecce • Sermon by 
Kingdom" by • Report from • Drama by Reba Homo" by Atelier Bishop Festo 
Mil l ion Belete, Soviet Union Place Group, du Geste, Kivengere, Uganda 
Ethiopia, delegates United States Switzerland • Kansas Men's 
president, MWC • Mennonite India • Forum: "Facing • Music: "The Chorus 
• Roll Call Choir the Issues" led by Black Experience" • Symphonic 
• Worship, Roy V. • Hesston College Elmer Neufeld with • Offering Band 
Sider, Canada Brass Ensemble delegates from • Taiwan 
• Eastern • Offering Canada, France, Women's Choir 
Mennonite College Philippines, • Mennonite India 
Choir Rhodesia, United Choir 
• Processional States, and • Music Team, 
Uruguay Kenya 
















Future" by Donald 
R.Jacobs 
• "Thy Kingdom 
Come" by Esther 
Wiebe 





• "All Creatures of 
Our God and 
King" by J. Harold 
Moyer 








10:00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES Bethel College Campus, North Newton, Kansas 
p.m. Interchange with Assembly leaders and speakers; coffee house, music, films, recreation 
July 10, 1978 15 
B L A I N E MURPH> 
B O X 2 5 2 
PLEASANT H I L L OH 
1 " ^ 
^Cffiinutcs of tBc General Gonfcrcncc. 
The General Conference of t h e B r e t h r e n to Chris t in Conference, m e t May Kith, 1883, 
i n t h e Bre th ren ' s Meeting' House, a t Black Creek, Wel land Co,, Ontario. After 
organiz ing by a p p o i n t i n g Moderators a n d Secretaries, t h e fo l lowing 
quest ions were considered and ac ted upon . 
ARTICLE I. Several letters handed in and read 
from Brother Owen Rothrtock, setting forth the needy 
condition of the Brethren in Chambers' Valley, Ya. 
Resolved, That the several districts represented at 
this Conference, shall collect and send to l',ro. David-
Engle'of Mt. Joy, Mfricaster Co., Pa., such amounts as 
may l e collected, to be forwarded by him to Brother 
Owen Rothrock, as it may l e needed. 
ARTICLE 2. General Conference was asked to recon-" 
sider Article Conference of 1874, a s t 0 whether said 
Article is in accordance with the word of God. 
Decided. W e believe it to be in accordance with, 
the tenor of the Gospel. 
ARTICLE 3. What shall be done with a Brother or 
Sister who violates Article 11, Conference 1880, and 
have and use musical instruments ? 
Decided. Admonish and readmonish in love and 
forbearance. 
ARTICLE 4. The propriety of publishing a third 
• dition of the Brethren' Hymn Books, considered. 
Decided 4. That it shall be published as soon- as 
practicable, and that each District shall take and hold _ 
m their hands such amounts as they may be likely to-
need for sometime to come and Brother David Engle 
of Mt. Joy, Lancaster Co., Penna., is appointed a Com-
mittee to attend to the work of publication, and Bro._ 
Daniel Heise of Clarence Centre, Erie County, N. Y., 
is appointed with the assistance of Abrm. M. Engle, of 
Detroit, Dickinson Co., Kansas, and Laban W . Wing-
erf, of Waynesboro, Franklin Co., Pa . to attend to 
making such corrections in the English Edition as 
may appear in metre and otherwise, not effecting any 
hymn in general. Abrm. Daner of Staner, Ontario, 
with the assistance of Jacob M. Engle, of Bainbridge, 
Lancaster County, Pa., were appointed to make the 
corrections in the German edition. The work of cor-
recting all to be complete inside of three months. 
ARTICLE 5. What shall be done with an Elder 
that moves out of a District, and afterwards visits said 
District and takes up with the kiss and preaches for 
persons that he helped to expel, and who afterwards 
connected themselves with another Church. 
Decided. Shall be admonished and reconcile him-
self with the Brethren of the District in which he caus- ; \ 
ed the offence. j 
ARTICLE 6. • Conference asked to reconsider Ar -
t ide 1, Conference of 1882. 
Dccided. That the puqlication of the minutes be 
received from the hands of Brother Henry Davidson 
•md allow them to l e distributed and used by the "J 
brotherhood until the General Conference of 1885, at 
which time there shall be a complete revision and re 
publication of the work. 
ARTICLE 7. Missionary report of Bro. A b r m . . | 
• Stoner handed in and approved. 
ARTICLE 8. Are members allowed to learn and 
practcie singing 1 >y note among themselves from house • 
to house, if conducted in Christian order. 1 
Decided. May be allowed if it can be carried on in 
Christian order and peace in the district. 
ARTICLE 9. Will a member of the church be al- \ 
lowed to marry an expelled person ? ' j 
Decided. Referred to Article 2, Conference 1874. 
ARTICLE 10. When a brother is chosen as a minis-
ter, is it consistent for him to preach before he is ex-
amined. As to the soundness of his faith and ordain-
ed by the laying on of hands, and how soon may he 
l e ordained after elected ? 
Decided. Referred to Article 13, Conference of 1878. 
ARTICLE I I. May all the ministers of a District 
solemnize marriage, or should only one be appointed 
for that purpose. 
Decided. That the Elder only shall solemnize 
marriages, unless he choose to deputize one or more 
ministe£&-in the District in his charge to do so. 
ARTICLE 12. How shall an Elder l e chosen, by 
vote or lot. 
Decided '. That it shall 1 e by vote only, except in 
cases ofav$t£, which shall be decided in the manner 
prescribed in Article 6, Conference of 1874. 
ARTICLE 13. The Brethren in Canada desire the 
establishment of a Missionary Fund. 
Decided. To postpone indefinitely. 
ARTICLE 14. I t is Resolved that the Brethren 
of Southern Michigan be admitted and recognized in 
-this Conference as a District. Agreed to. 
ARTICLE 15. A letter from Brother Fike, of Ran., 
setting forth his condition, presented and considered. 
Decided. That the matter be reftfred to the Breth 
ren of Dickinson Co., Kansas for disposal^ " f i f f " 
ARTICLE 16. Christian Bitner of Mutepive, On-
tario, is appointed a member of the stan'Mhg Com-
mittee in place of Brother Wm. Huntgfe*^, whose 
term expires at this time.. ^ 1 
ARTICLE 17. Resolved, That the Annnal Confer-
ence of 1884, be held in Breckbill's Meeting House, 
North Franklin Co., Pa., commencing on the 3d Wed-
nesday in May. R. R. Station and Post Office ad-
dress, Greenvillage, on Baltimore & Cumberland Val-
ley R, R. 
ARTICLE 18. Resolved, That the Committee 011 
Rail Road arrangements be continued. 
ARTICLE 18. Brethren sul ject to call for Mission-
afy work: 
Jacob Krider, Annville, Lebanon County, Pa. 
John Longenecker, Flerin, Lancaster County, Pa. 
John, Breneman, Martinsville, Lancaster County, Pa. 
JohrtMyers, Shepherdstown, Cumberland Co., Pa. 
Martin Oberholtzer, Greenvillage, Franklin Co., Pa. 
George S. Wingert, Fayetteville, Franklin Co., Pa. 
T. A. Long, Howard, Centre County, Penna.(,_ 
Jacob E. Mishler, Canton, Stark County, Omo. 
. Elias Shrock, Smithville, Wayne County, Ohio. 
Daniel Kohler, Winsor, Richland County, Ohio. 
Samuel Herr, Iamton, Montgomery County, 0 . 
Benj Stump, Wilmot, NoBreCo., Indiana. 
Henry Shirk, Shannon, Carroll County, Illinois. . 
Jacob Garwick, Md'rrison, Whitside County, Ills. 
Benj Gish, Abilene, Dickinson Co., Kansas. 
Henry Davidson, White Pigeon, Michigan, 
Nicholas Michael, Shirkstign, Ontario. 
Samuel Baker, Gormnley, Ontario. 
Benjamin Shun, New Dundee, Ontario. 
John Baker, Nottaway, Ontario. 
Isaac Detweiler. Lawndale, Bucks County, Penna. 
